                                               Tragedy in 1960 

      I was one of the 3 full-time Field Musics (drummer) stationed at Marine Barracks, Subic Bay from July 1959 to December 1960. There was also a bugler and a Staff Sergeant, ( Drum Major)  led the band. Sgt. Farmer was in charge when I got there and later Staff Sgt. Leland Sims. The rest of the Drum and Bugle team was made up of volunteers from the Marine Barracks guard company at Subic.  In October 1960 the Drum and Bugle Team  went on a tour of some of the Islands. The base commander, Admiral Spring, his staff and others also went in other planes. We were on an old wore out DC-3 Gooney Bird. On the trip home late in the afternoon one of our engines cut out over the South China Sea. As we  lost altitude we were low enough to see the waves, then the second engine failed. As we neared the water the engines started back and we made an emergency landing on a dirt airstrip which I believe was at a Philippine Army Base. We stayed overnight there and left the next day. I remember some foreign soldiers being in the barracks for training - either British or German, I don’t remember.

    When we returned we learned that the plane carrying Admiral Spring and his staff had crashed into the side of a mountain with no reported survivors. The clipping above is probably out of the base newspaper at Subic Bay. I lost my clipping of the account of the crash and attempt to reach the crash scene but I believe took days of clearing with machetes for a team to reach the site of the crash.

                                                                              Lance Corporal Woody Bankston

